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CONVOCATION
17th MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON BIOETHICS (DH-BIO)
3-6 November 2020
Strasbourg, Council of Europe, Kudo virtual meeting room 10

Meeting

The Secretariat of the Council of Europe has the honour of convening the 17th plenary meeting of the Committee on bioethics, which will take place from Tuesday 3 November 2020 to Friday 6 November 2020. As a result of national measures/restrictions due to COVID-19, this meeting will take place via video link (KUDO) with simultaneous interpretation. 
Technical handouts on the use of KUDO and connectivity testing as well as links to the related on-line training sessions for participants will be circulated.
Subjects to be covered and timing

The meeting will be held as following:
Tuesday 3 November from 9.30 to 12.30, and 
Wednesday 4 to Friday 6 November from 9.00 to 12.30, Strasbourg time. 

The draft agenda for this meeting is attached and the working documents can be consulted on the restricted page of the Bioethics Unit https://www.coe.int/en/web/bioethics, with a personal password.
Participants

a.	All member States are entitled to appoint representatives.

b.	The Parliamentary Assembly may designate representatives to the meeting of the Committee without the right to vote.

c.	The Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH), the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ), the Consultative Committee of the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data (T-PD), the European Committee (Partial agreement) on Organ Transplantation (CD-P-TO), the European Committee (Partial agreement) on Blood Transfusion (CD-P-TS), the Steering Committee for the Rights of the Child (CDENF), the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights and the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe may each designate representatives to the meeting of the Committee, without the right to vote.

d.	The following are entitled to designate a representative without the right to vote: 
· the European Union,
· Canada, the Holy See, Japan, Mexico, the United States of America,
· UNESCO, OECD, WHO, the European Science Foundation (ESF)
· Australia, Israel and the Church and Society Commission of the Conference of European Churches (KEK).

REPRESENTATIVES’ QUALIFICATIONS
Member States are invited to appoint representatives especially qualified in the subjects to be considered (see attached draft agenda).

Appointment of representatives

a.	Governments are invited to appoint their representatives bearing in mind Recommendation R(81) 6 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on the participation of women and men in an equitable proportion in committees and other bodies set up in the Council of Europe. It is recalled in this connection that governments, entitled to appoint representatives, have the option of sending one or more additional representatives to sit on Council of Europe committees. 35 women and 23 men were present at the last meeting of this committee.

b.	Governments are requested to send the name, function, address, e-mail address, and working language (French/English) of the representative(s) to the Secretariat department responsible for the meeting, as soon as possible:
	Ms Laurence Lwoff, Secretary of the Committee on Bioethics (DH-BIO), Bioethics Unit, telephone: +33 	(0) 388 41 22 68
	Ms Catherine Forné, Secretariat, telephone: +33 (0) 388 41 22 20
	Council of Europe, F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex
	E-mail: DGI-CDDH-Bioethics@coe.int


Yours sincerely,
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Laurence Lwoff
Secretary of the Committee on Bioethics
Mail : DGI-CDDH-Bioethics@coe.int 
Site   www.coe.int/bioethics


Tél ► +33 (0)3 88 41 20 00
       ► +33 (0)3 88 41 22 68
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